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FESTIVAL PRESENTS AN “UNUSUAL” PROGRAMME IN ITS 45TH YEAR 

THE 45TH ISTANBUL MUSIC FESTIVAL
29 MAY – 21 JUNE 2017
Istanbul Music Festival, organised by the Istanbul Foundation for Culture and Arts (İKSV) under the sponsorship of E.C.A. Presdöküm Sanayii A.Ş., celebrates its 45th year. Having presented the best and most recent outputs of classical music to 3,5 million music lovers in Istanbul with 3.000 events in the past 45 years, Istanbul Music Festival will be held under the theme of “Unusual”, from 29 May to 21 June 2017.
In addition to the classical repertoire, the 45th Istanbul Music Festival will present a programme that will give classical music lovers a whole new concert experience with new discoveries, interdisciplinary and multimedia works, and performances that reconnect different periods and genres around this year’s theme, “Unusual”. The festival’s programme was announced at a press meeting on Wednesday, 15 February at The Marmara Pera Hotel, the Official Hotel Sponsor of İKSV.
The speakers at the meeting included Bülent Eczacıbaşı, Chairman of İKSV; Gaye Akçen, Chairwoman of the Executive Board of the Elginkan Community and Chairwoman of E.C.A. Presdöküm Sanayii A.Ş. and Yeşim Gürer Oymak, Director of Istanbul Music Festival.
In his speech at the press meeting, Chairman of İKSV Bülent Eczacıbaşı said “The Istanbul Foundation for Culture and Arts (İKSV) and the Istanbul Music Festival, considered to be the flagship of all İKSV events, are celebrating their 45th anniversaries ever more convinced of how important it is to expand the public’s engagement with culture and the arts and ensure that these activities become an indispensible part of many more people’s daily lives. The premieres and thematically curated concerts that we will present at this year’s Music Festival, as well as the interdisciplinary pre-concert talks aim to enrich the public’s festival experience, encourage them to make new discoveries, and create opportunities for them to connect with the international culture and art world. Furthermore, through the use of unusual venues and free concerts for large groups of people, we aim to give the Istanbul public new perspectives for rediscovering their city.”  
In her speech, Chairwoman of the Executive Board of the Elginkan Group and Chairwoman of E.C.A. Presdöküm Sanayii A.Ş. Gaye Akçen said “As the Elginkan Group, which has always taken pride in producing leading products in many different business sectors since 1950, we support cultural activities. Aside from that, considering our current position, we continue to serve society as a brand that invests in the future of Turkey, that possesses an advanced technology, that is innovative and eager to shape the future, and that gives importance to the perspective of the youth. As E.C.A. Presdöküm Sanayii A.Ş., our strong ties with Istanbul Foundation for Culture and Arts and Istanbul Music Festival will continue ‘Together for Years’, as our slogan indicates.”

Delivering the details of the festival’s programme and theme, Istanbul Music Festival Director Yeşim Gürer Oymak said “We have created the festival programme in circumstances more difficult than ever, in an ‘unusual’ period. In times like this, we need the uniting, healing and hope-yielding power of culture and arts. The festival was conceived around the theme of ‘Unusual’. Creative, challenging, intriguing, stimulating, interesting, impressive, multidisciplinary, multifaceted, and pregnant to new experiences... In addition to once in a life time artist collaborations that are exclusive to Istanbul Music Festival, commissions and premieres, preparations and research on projects that allow for interdisciplinary transitions; presenting concerts in venues that speak to the themes of the concerts does not only deepen the festival experience for the audience, but also helps us create a new community of culture and arts followers.”
Diverse Experiences at Unusual Venues
The 45th Istanbul Music Festival will host over 600 local and international artists, including some of the world’s leading ensembles such as Russian Chamber Philarmonic St. Petersburg, Vienna Chamber Orchestra, London Chamber Orchestra and Ebene Quartet, remarkable soloists like Hüseyin Sermet, Fazıl Say, Alina Pogostkina and Mathias Goerne, as well as young generation artists at 15 venues in Istanbul.
In its 45th year, the festival will bring a fresh breath to classical music with its creative, evocative, multi-disciplinary and multi-faceted projects on its programme. Concerts that allow interdisciplinary transitions, commissions and premieres will offer unusual experiences to audiences of all ages.

This year, the Istanbul Music Festival stands out with its venue choices that relate with the concert themes. The festival will take place across 15 different venues, 8 of which will be used for the first time.
Some new venues such as the Aya Yorgi Greek Orthodox Church, bomontiada, Garden of Galata Mawlawi House, Grand Bazaar, Küd Dıpo Surp Asdvadzadzin Armenian Church, Panayia Greek Orthodox Church, Sait Halim Pasha Mansion, Sakıp Sabancı Museum Fıstıklı Terrace and Zorlu PAC Drama Stage will be added to the venues that has become a classic for the festival Hagia Eirene Museum, Boğaziçi University Albert Long Hall, Lütfi Kırdar Convention and Exhibition Centre, İş Sanat Concert Hall, Süreyya Opera House and Austrian Culture Forum.
Music Route is headed to Yeniköy this year 
At its second year, Music Route invites the festival audience to explore the hidden beauties of Yeniköy under the sponsorship of bluechip Creative Events. Music Route, will feature close to 20 artists and will take place in two sessions on Saturday, 3 June, the first weekend of the festival. The event will take the audience on a musical journey through historical venues of Yeniköy: Küd Dipo Surp Asdvadzadzin Armenian Church, built in 1760 and still active, Sait Halim Pasha Mansion with its elegant 19th century architecture, Aya Yorgi Greek Orthodox Church which has reopened in 2010 after years, Yeniköy Panayia Greek Orthodox Church and Austrian Culture Forum, built in the mid-19th century, are among the venues of this year’s Music Route.

“Eternal Love” at the Grand Bazaar
Istanbul Music Festival invites listeners to enjoy some of the best examples of sufi music that will resonate in the 555-year-old streets of the Grand Bazaar this year. Founded by harpist Şirin Pancaroğlu, and reader and composer Bora Uymaz, the Şimdi Ensemble will present hymn examples from the past and present at the concert titled "Eternal Love". Sponsored by ECA-Serel, the performance will be held on Kalpakçılar Street in the Grand Bazaar on Sunday, 4 June. The project's guest artist from France, Michel Godard will be included in the ensemble with serpent, a religious music instrument from the middle ages, and tuba.

A contemporary interpretation of traditional music at Galata Mawlawi House
A tribute to the cultural heritage that dates back many centuries between Iran and the Ottoman Empire, “Rosery” brings a contemporary interpretation to the traditional musical styles that were nourished by the interaction of the two countries. Emphasising the tradition of fasil and presented in the form of a large suite, “Rosery” will rise to the heights of the Garden of Galata Mawlawi House with its historical and spiritual touch under the sponsorship of ECA-Serel on the evening of Friday, 2 June. The performance will present a repertoire consisting of compositions by Kayhan Kalhor, Derya Turkan and Sokratis Sinopoulos.
“Weekend Classics” 

The Weekend Classics concerts are free festival events that have already become a tradition where Istanbulite music lovers start the weekend with classical music, accompanied by their family and friends. Classical music lovers of all ages are invited to the free concerts that will be held on weekends at the Garden of Austrian Culture Forum on Sunday, 4 June and bomontiada, which will be used as a festival venue for the first time, on Saturday, 10 June. 
At a separate event that will be held free of charge with the support of bomontiada, unusual bassoonist and passionate electro-acoustical composer Burak Özdemir and his ensemble Musica Sequenza will offer a unique musical experience at their concert on the evening of Saturday, 17 June at bomontiada. The ensemble will interpret Handel's operatic arias in today's musical forms. Conquering leading festivals and concert halls with the slogan "New pop: Baroque!", Musica Sequenza is known for using historical instruments in their interdisciplinary performances ranging from older to contemporary music, electro-acoustics, modern dance and experimental music theatre.
Festival’s Commission to Philip Glass:
The Turkey Premiere of the 11th Symphony 
Istanbul Music Festival has been giving commissions to local and international composers in order to contribute to the expansion of contemporary music repertoire and artistic production since 2011. This year, the Istanbul Music Festival continued these efforts by taking part in a joint commission to one of the most famous classical music composers alive, Philip Glass. The Turkey premiere of Philip Glass's latest work, the 11th Symphony, will be held as part of the 45th Istanbul Music Festival under the sponsorship of Borusan Holding at the Hagia Eirene Museum. The symphony will be performed by the festival’s Resident Orchestra Borusan Istanbul Philharmonic Orchestra under the baton of conductor Sascha Goetzel on the evening of 16 June. 

The 11th Symphony, composed by Philip Glass on the joint commission of the Istanbul Music Festival with the Bruckner-Linz Orchestra and the Queensland Symphony Orchestra, made its world premiere at Carnegie Hall on 31 January 2017, celebrating Philip Glass's 80th birthday.
After the 11th Symphony, another Turkey premiere will take place in the second half of the concert. Norwegian soloist siblings, violinist Mari Samuelsen and cellist Hakon Samuelsen will perform Philip Glass's Double Concerto for Violin and Cello for the first time in Turkey, accompanied by the Borusan Istanbul Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by Sascha Goetzel.

Glass is considered as one of the most prominent musicians of modern times with the numerous opera, symphony and chamber music he has composed, his musical and intellectual influence and collaborations he has made with many artists, writers, musicians and composers including Allen Ginsberg, Paul Simon, Brian Eno, Patti Smith, Ravi Shankar, David Bryrne and Doris Lessing. The American composer was nominated for the Academy, Golden Globe, BAFTA and Emmy Awards for the film scores he wrote for films such as Truman Show, The Hours, Notes on a Scandal and Kundun. Among the artists he recently collaborated are Woody Allen, Stephen Colbert and Leonard Cohen.
Prior to the concert, Philip Glass will be presented with the 45th Istanbul Music Festival's Lifetime Achievement Award at the ceremony that will take place before the opening concert. Unable to attend the ceremony, Glass will deliver his prize speech with a special video. 
The festival’s Honorary Award goes to music critic Evin İlyasoğlu
The 45th Istanbul Music Festival’s Honorary Award will be presented to music critic and lecturer Evin İlyasoğlu at the opening ceremony of the festival. İlyasoğlu started taking piano lessons since she was seven and studied piano at Istanbul Municipal Conservatory. She graduated from Arnavutköy American College for Girls (Robert College) in 1966 and joined the Music Criticism and Comparative Music History seminars at USA Michigan State University. İlyasoğlu, who has prepared and hosted Classic Western Music programmes for the Istanbul Radio and a series of music talks on TRT television for many years, has also got her critics, reviews and interviews published on numerous magazines, newspapers and encyclopaedias. She has given lectures in subjects as broad as Music History, Aesthetic, Music Programming in Radio and Television and Music through Time at Marmara University. She is also a lecturer at Boğaziçi University since 1987 and has been managing the Classical Music Concerts since 1997. İlyasoğlu is writing regularly for Cumhuriyet newspaper since 1991.
A 23-year-old young star to open the Festival 

The 45th Istanbul Music Festival will start with the opening ceremony and concert to be held at the Lütfi Kırdar Convention and Exhibition Centre on the evening of 29 May. The festival’s opening concert will present an extraordinary young soloist. Festival's Orchestra in Residence Borusan Istanbul Philharmonic Orchestra, conducted by Sascha Goetzel, will be accompanied by Andrei Ioniţă, a 23-year-old young cellist who won the first prize in the cello section of the 2015 Tchaikovsky Competition. Andrei Ioniţă, described by The Times as "one of the most exciting cellists of the last decade", will play Saint-Saëns Cello Concerto No. 1, and BIFO will perform Islamey and Rosenkavalier Suite under the conductorship of Sascha Goetzel.
Two special concerts from Fazıl Say

Fazıl Say, who has impressed the listeners and critics all over the world for more than 25 years and was recently awarded the prestigious Beethoven Prize, will be the 45th Istanbul Music Festival’s guest with two concerts. One of the most important artists of the 21st century, Fazıl Say will meet the festival followers at Lütfi Kırdar Convention and Exhibition Centre with the preludes of Debussy and Ulvi Cemal Erkin, nocturnes of Chopin and a sonata of Ahmed Adnan Saygun on the evening of 15 June.
Say will also be closing the festival on 21 June at Lütfi Kırdar Convention and Exhibition Centre accompanied by the Vienna Chamber Orchestra. At the concert sponsored by ECA-Serel, Say will play Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 12 and Vienna Chamber Orchestra will play works by Beethoven and Mendelssohn, under the conductorship of Ola Rudner. Music for Peace Orchestra will give a mini-concert to be conducted by Sascha Goetzel before the Vienna Chamber Orchestra concert with Fazıl Say.
The festival presents its young soloist
With the aims of discovering and encouraging young talents from across the country, the Istanbul Music Festival, brings the most outstanding young musicians together with the festival audience with its The Festival Presents its Young Soloist project since 2012. 

Within the scope of the project, a viola soloist under the age 24, to be determined by a jury following nation-wide auditions that will take place on 29 March, will earn the opportunity to give a concert with Dokuz Eylül University Symphony Orchestra (DESO) under the conductorship of Hakan Şensoy on the evening of Saturday, 17 June at Süreyya Opera House.
A Selection from the festival’s “Unusual” Concerts
The concerts in the 45th Istanbul Music Festival programme, which aim to offer new experiences with unusual projects combining classical music with different disciplines as well as classical repertoire, will appeal to the audience of any age and preference.

You're invited to see the music and hear the picture
The concert titled "The Sound of Colours: Kandinsky & Chagall" invites the festival audience to see the music and hear the picture. This concert, in which the lines move and the notes wrap themselves up in colours, will be realised on 31 May at the İş Sanat Concert Hall sponsored by TSKB. Mikhail Rudy, one of the world’s greatest 20 pianists according to BBC Music magazine, will use a new video application to revive Mussorgksy’s Pictures at an Exhibition, which Kandinsky put on stage in 1928 with a composition of colour, light, geometric shapes and plastic materials. This project, of which More than the Music commented: “Kandinsky’s paintings quite literally soared (on a large screen) above the stage”, will be followed by Rudy’s another project called The Sound of Colours in which he will present a visual and auditory feast with an animation of Garnier Opera's ceiling painting sketches made by Chagall.
An interdisciplinary project dedicated to the music of Vivaldi
Soqquadro Italiano, one of the most original and successful musical ensembles of our days, will be at Zorlu Performing Arts Centre Drama Stage under the sponsorship of Bell Holding and Organik Holding on 5 June with La Stravaganza, their new project dedicated to Vivaldi's music, accompanied by visuals from Venice to Rome and from Naples to Milan. Many adaptations of Vivaldi's music, ranging from jazz, electronic, pop and metal music will be accompanied by images, dance and theatrical elements that travel across Italy in Soqquadro Italiano’s concert where Prato City Chamber Orchestra will also be at stage while attracting attention with the breadth of their vocal repertoire.
A groundbreaking concert from Classic to Jazz
Geneva Camerata (GECA), composed of young virtuoso musicians who got together with the love of discovering musical borders and conductor David Greilsammer, join forces with the innovative and adventurous pianist Yaron Herman at the concert titled "From Mozart to Ellington". With its music ranging from baroque to classical period, from contemporary music to jazz; "From Mozart to Ellington" will be at the Hagia Eirene Museum on 12 June. "Building bridges between musical styles!" is the starting point of this project that is set by Geneva Camerata and Yaron Herman, who is the jury president of the 2012 Montreux Jazz Festival and the councellor of the 2014 Montreux Jazz Academy.
Circus Show unites with Shostakovich’s music 
Another extraordinary experience from the festival which brings the circus show and Shostakovich together. For the Opus 2 project, Debussy Quartet, set off with the passion for creating its own voice by avoiding ordinariness, comes together with Circa Ensemble who looks at the circus art from a different viewpoint on 20 June at Zorlu Performing Arts Centre Drama Stage under the sponsorship of ENKA Foundation. The choreography made by Yaron Lifschitz.in the direction of Shostakovich's dramatic, lyrical and ironic music instead of the usual circus music of acrobats doing handstand, swinging on the trapeze, flying in the air and jumping from one side of the stage to the other, removes the borders between dance, theatre and circus.
Pre-concert talks with speakers from various disciplines 
Speakers from different disciplines such as literature, painting, philosophy and science continue to meet with the audience before the concerts within the scope of the festival. This year’s programme of Pre-concert Talks, which includes names such as Hülya Düzenli, Mert Taner, Prof. Dr. Cem Say, Enis Batur, Nilüfer Kuyaş, Aydın Büke, Ercüment Cengiz, Tuna Kiremitçi, Küçük İskender and Aykut Köksal was formed with Asuman Kafaoğlu-Büke’s counselling. Detailed information regarding the Pre-concert Talks can be found at muzik.iksv.org.  
Festival tickets go on sale on Saturday, 25 February
Tickets for the 45th Istanbul Music Festival will be on sale as of 10:30 on Saturday, 25 February and can be purchased through Biletix retail outlets, Biletix Call Centre (+90 216 556 98 00), Biletix web site (www.biletix.com) and İKSV’s Main Box Office (The main box office is open between 10:00 – 18:00 and is closed on Sundays, except for 26 February.)
Tulip Card holders have special discounts of up to 25% and can also purchase priority tickets. Black and White Tulip members can purchase their tickets on 20 and 21 February, while Red and Yellow Tulip members can purchase their tickets on 22–23-24 February. 

Conservatory students from music and vocal departments attend festival concerts free-of-charge 

Students of the music and vocal departments of conservatories attend the Istanbul Music Festival concerts free-of-charge. Students will need to receive reservation approval by sending an e-mail to rezervasyon@iksv.org, including their name and student certificates one day prior to the concert that they would like to attend. Reservations will be approved on the basis of available capacity. 

The 45th Istanbul Music Festival programme booklet is available on muzik.iksv.org, at İKSV Kitaplık iPad application available on AppStore, İKSV Box Office (Nejat Eczacıbaşı Building, Sadi Konuralp Caddesi No: 5, Şişhane) and Biletix retail outlets.
Supporters of the Istanbul Music Festival
The 45th Istanbul Music Festival is organised with the support of several performance sponsors, in addition to Festival Sponsor E.C.A. Presdöküm Sanayii A.Ş. 
Performance sponsors include Tekfen Foundation, Mercedes-Benz Türk AŞ, Türkiye İş Bankası, ECA-SEREL, Borusan Holding, ENKA Foundation, TSKB, bluechip Creative Events, Bell Holding, Işıklar Holding, Organik Holding, MMK Metalurji, Berrin Erengül, Canan Pak İmregün, Elvan Tuğsuz Güven and Eva Barlas. Zorlu Performing Arts Center also supports the festival as the Venue Sponsor with the Highest Contribution. Additionally, Borusan Istanbul Philharmonic Orchestra (BIFO) undertakes the sponsorship of the festival’s Orchestra in Residence. 
The 45th Istanbul Music Festival is supported by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, the Governorship of Istanbul, the Istanbul Provincial Directorate of Culture and Tourism, the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality, the Beyoğlu District Governorship, Beyoğlu Municipality and Beşiktaş Municipality. 

The festival takes place with the kind collaborations of Austrian Culture Forum, Boğaziçi University, bomontiada, Dokuz Eylül University Symphonic Orchestra, Fatih Municipality, Goethe Institut, Institut Français Istanbul, Istituto Italiano di Cultura, İş Sanat, Grand Bazaar, Hungarian Cultural Centre, Sait Halim Pasha Mansion, Sakıp Sabancı Museum, Süreyya Opera House, Küd Dıpo Surp Asdvadzadzin Armenian Church, Aya Yorgi Greek Orthodox Church and Panayia Greek Orthodox Church. 
The Leading Sponsor of the Istanbul Foundation for Culture and Arts is Eczacıbaşı Group, the Official Communications Sponsor is Vodafone Turkey, the Official Carrier is DHL, the Official Hotel Sponsor is 
The Marmara Collection, the Insurance Sponsor is Zurich Insurance Group, the Service Sponsors are Navitas, GFK, bluechip Creative Events, Antonina Turism, direct.comm ve AGC. 

The publicity campaign for the 45th Istanbul Music Festival was created by muhabbet.
For further information: http://muzik.iksv.org/en
To follow the Istanbul Music Festival on social media: 

facebook.com/istanbulmuzikfestivali
twitter.com/muzikfestivali
instagram.com/istanulmuzikfestivali
youtube.com/iksvistanbul
www.instagram.com/istanbulmuzikfestivali 

www.youtube.com/user/iksvistanbul 

THE 45TH ISTANBUL MUSIC FESTIVAL PROGRAMME

OPENING CONCERT

Monday, 29 May | Lütfi Kırdar Convention and Exhibition Centre | 19:00 

BORUSAN ISTANBUL PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA

SASCHA GOETZEL conductor 
ANDREI IONİȚĂ cello (2015 XV Tchaikovsky Competition Winner)

Mily Balakirev
Islamey, op. 18

Camille Saint-Saëns

Cello Concerto No.1, op.33

Richard Strauss
Der Rosenkavalier Suite, TrV 227d, op.59
45th Istanbul Music Festival opens with the Borusan Istanbul Philharmonic Orchestra’s concert, featuring the winner of the 2015 Tchaikovsky Competition in Cello, Andrei Ioniță, hailed by The Times as “one of the most exciting cellists to have emerged for a decade”.

At the opening ceremony of the festival, the 45th Istanbul Music Festival’s Honorary Award will be presented to music critic Evin İlyasoğlu, and Philip Glass will be presented the festival's Lifetime Achievement Award. Unable to attend the ceremony, Glass will deliver his prize speech with a special video.

“THE SOUND OF COLOURS: KANDINSKY & CHAGALL”

Wednesday, 31 May | İş Sanat Concert Hall | 20.00

*event sponsor: TSKB

MIKHAIL RUDY piano
Modest Mussorgsky

Pictures at an Exhibition

Christoph Willibald Gluck
Melody from Orphée and Eurydice

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Fantasy in D minor, KV 397

Richard Wagner
Isolde’s Death

Claude Debussy

Etudes, L 136: No.3 for Fourths & No.6 for Eight Fingers

Maurice Ravel
La Valse

Classed among the world’s 20 greatest pianists by the BBC Music Magazine, Mikhail Rudy presents his two multimedia performances at the festival, inviting you to see the music and hear the arts.

19.00-19.45: Pre-Concert Talk by Hülya Düzenli on “Regeneration of Interpretation” (to be held in Turkish)

LONDON CHAMBER ORCHESTRA & ALINA POGOSTKINA

Thursday, 1 June | Hagia Eirene Museum | 20.00

*event sponsor: Türkiye İş Bankası

LONDON CHAMBER ORCHESTRA

CHRISTOPHER WARREN-GREEN conductor
ALINA POGOSTKINA violin
Ludwig van Beethoven
Overture to the Creatures of Prometheus, op.43

Violin Concerto in D Major, op.61

Symphony No.3 E flat Major, op.55 “Eroica"

The oldest professional chamber orchestra of the UK, the London Chamber Orchestra joins forces with the violinist Alina Pogostkina in this concert that is devoted entirely to Beethoven.

“ROSERY”

Friday, 2 June | Garden of Galata Mawlawi House | 21.00

*event sponsor: ECA-Serel

DERYA TÜRKAN Istanbul kemenche
KAYHAN KALHOR Persian kemenche
SOKRATIS SINOPOULOS lute and Istanbul kemenche
featuring: ALI BAHRAMI FARD santour
Kuçek Mustafa Dede

Ritual in Beyati maqam

Sokratis Sinopoulos

Nihavend Semai

Derya Türkan

Shiraz

Kayhan Kalhor

Where are you?

A tribute to the cultural dialogue that dates back many centuries between Iran and the Ottoman Empire, Rosery brings a contemporary interpretation to the traditional musical styles that were nourished by the interaction of the two countries.

MUSIC ROUTE

Saturday, 3 June 

*event sponsor: bluechip Creative Events

Yeniköy S. Mary Armenian Church | 11:00-11:40 & 12:00-12:40
ELVİN HOXHA GANİYEV violin
Johann Sebastian Bach

Violin Sonata No.1 in G minor, BWV 1001
Violin Sonata No.2 in A minor, BWV 1003
Sait Halim Pasha Mansion | 12:10-12:40 & 13:10-13:40
STRINGS OF CAMERATA STRUMENTALE CITTA DI PRATO

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Divertimento No.1 in D Major, KV 136

Antonio Vivaldi

Concerto for Strings in G Major, RV 151 “Alla Rustica”

Henry Purcell (düz. arr. B. Britten)
Chaconne for Strings in G minor

Yeniköy Aya Yorgi Greek Orthodox Church | 13:10-13:40 & 14:10-14:40

SEMPLICE QUARTET

AND KARABACAK clarinet
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Clarinet Quintet in A Major, KV 581
Yeniköy Panayia Greek Orthodox Church | 14:10-14:40 & 15:10-15:40

AYŞE ŞENOGUL soprano
MERVE KOCABEYLER harp
Johann Sebastian Bach / Charles Gounod

Ave Maria

Gabriel Fauré

Clair de Lune, No. 2, op. 46

Après un rêve, No. 1, op. 7

Claude Debussy 

Beau Soir

Franz Schubert

Ständchen

Reynaldo Hahn

L'heure exquise 

Maurice Ravel (arr. for harp C. Salzedo) 

Five Greek Folksongs 

Austrian Cultural Forum | 15:10-15:40 & 16:10-16:40
TRIO IMMERSIO

Franz Schubert

Piano Trio in E-flat Major D 897 “Notturno”

Johannes Brahms

Piano Trio No.3 in C minor, op.101

This year, the festival takes its followers on a musical excursion across the historical and ecclesiastical venues in Yeniköy, a prominent quarter of Istanbul known for its strawberry fields during the Byzantine times and its waterfront mansions during the Ottoman Empire.

*Mert Taner, expert on history of Christianity and archaeological tours, will give a presentation on the minorities and churches of Yeniköy and the Sait Halim Pasha Mansion during the breakfast at the Sait Halim Pasha Mansion. The tickets for this exclusive breakfast event will go on sale separately. 

WEEKEND CLASSICS – I 

Sunday, 4 June | Austrian Cultural Forum | 11.00

TRIO IMMERSIO

Joseph Haydn

Piano Trio in G Major, Hob. XV:25 “Gypsy”

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Piano Trio in B flat Major, KV 502
Johannes Brahms 

Piano Trio No.3 in C minor, op.101 

The first of this year’s Weekend Classics invites all music lovers to the Austrian Cultural Forum’s elegant concert hall to start the day light-heartedly with music with the Viennese ensemble Trio Immersio.

*Reservation is required due to limited capacity. Please register at rezervasyon.iksv.org.

ETERNAL LOVE

Sunday, 4 June | Grand Bazaar, Kalpakçılar Street | 18.00

*event sponsor: ECA-Serel

ŞİMDİ ENSEMBLE

MICHEL GODARD tuba & serpent

works by A. Ufki, B. Uymaz, Zekai Dede, Ş. Pancaroğlu, M. İbrahim, M. Yalgın, H.S. Arel, H. Sebilci
The Istanbul Music Festival presents another unusual experience to all music lovers: a sufi music project by the distinguished Şimdi Ensemble, at one of the oldest and biggest covered bazaars of the world, the famous Grand Bazaar.

17.00-17.45: Pre-Concert Talk by Mert Taner on the history of the Grand Bazaar (to be held in Turkish)
LA STRAVAGANZA
Monday, 5 June | Zorlu PAC Drama Stage | 21.00

*event sponsors: Bell Holding and Organik Holding 

ENSEMBLE SOQQUADRO ITALIANO

VINCENZO CAPEZZUTO voice
CAUDIO BORGIANN direction
featuring: CAMERATA STRUMENTALE CITTA DI PRATO
A special project dedicated to the works of Antonio Vivaldi accompanied by images from Mantova, Venice, Ferrera, Rome, Florence, Urbino, Naples and Milan. Soqquadro Italiano’s project devoted to the music of Vivaldi, La Stravaganza rethinks the Baroque concert setting, while also finding possible new relationships between voice, music, and images in a journey across Italy.

“GOLDBERG VARIATIONS”

Wednesday, 7 June | Boğaziçi University Albert Long Hall | 21.00

*event sponsor: Işıklar Holding

VIKINGUR ÓLAFSSON piano
Johann Sebastian Bach
Goldberg Variations, BWV 988
Described by The New York Times as a “splendid pianist”, Víkingur Ólafsson is praised by the EPTA Journal for his “delicacy of touch in the Bach that is hard to beat”. It will be a rare opportunity to hear the legendary Goldberg Variations from this young talent.

18.00-18.45: Pre-Concert Talk at Demir Demirgil Theatre Hall by Cem Say on “Can Genius be Programmed?” (to be held in Turkish)
19.00-19.45: Pre-Concert Talk at Kriton Curi Hall by Enis Batur on the Goldberg Variations (to be held in Turkish)
FESTIVAL ENCOUNTER

Thursday, 8 June | Süreyya Opera House | 20.00

*event sponsors: Canan Park İmregün and Eva Barlas

HANDE KÜDEN violin
ERKİN ONAY violin
JANO LISBOA viola
EFDAL ALTUN viola
CHRISTIAN POLTERA cello
DORUKHAN DORUK cello
FORA BALTACIGİL double bass
GÜLRU ENSARİ piano
Johannes Brahms

Sextet for Strings No.1 in B flat Major, op.18
Franz Schubert
Piano Quintet in A Major, D.667 “Trout”

Istanbul Music Festival’s popular series, which brings together different musicians for the first time for a one-off project, the Festival Encounter presents some of the most successful soloists of the young generation and world-renowned virtuosi on the same stage. 

19.00-19.45: Pre-Concert Talk by Nilüfer Kuyaş on “From Romanticism to Modernism” (to be held in Turkish)

“My Left Hand”: RUSSIAN CHAMBER PHILARMONIC ST. PETERSBURG & HUSEYIN SERMET & VASSILIS VARVARESOS

Friday, 9 June | Hagia Eirene Museum | 20.00

*event sponsor: Mercedes Benz Türk A.Ş.

RUSSIAN CHAMBER PHILHARMONIC ST. PETERSBURG

JURI GILBO conductor
HÜSEYİN SERMET piano ∆

VASSILIS VARVARESOS piano *

Igor Stravinsky 

Pulcinella Suite

Maurice Ravel 

Piano Concerto for the Left Hand  ∆
Sergey Prokofiev 

Piano Concerto No.4 for the Left Hand, op.53 *

Alexander Borodin 

Polovtsian Dances from Prince Igor

This concert follows an unusual story of courage and hope with two distinguished pianists performing two of the concertos written especially for Paul Wittgenstein, the incredible Austrian pianist who pursued an active career even after he lost one arm at the World War I.

19.00-19.45: Pre-Concert Talk by Aydın Büke on “Concertos for Paul Wittgenstein” (to be held in Turkish)
WEEKEND CLASSICS – II

Saturday, 10 June | bomontiada | 11.00

GÜLRU ENSARİ piano
HERBERT SCHUCH piano
Johannes Brahms

Selection of Waltzes op.39

Paul Hindemith

8 Waltzes op.6 “Drei wunderschöne Mädchen im Schwarzwald”

Franz Schubert

Fantasy in F minor D 940

Allegro in A minor, D 947 “Lebensstürme”

Özkan Manav

Two Anatolian Tunes

- Kesik Çayır Biçilir mi?

- Ay Nare Nare

The second of this year’s Weekend Classics invites the Istanbulites to enjoy music in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere at one of the city’s newest cultural hubs, bomonitada, with pianists Herbert Schuch and Gülru Ensari.
RUSSIAN CHAMBER PHILARMONIC ST. PETERSBURG & ALEXANDRE KNIAZEV
Saturday, 10 June | Hagia Eirene Museum | 20.00

RUSSIAN CHAMBER PHILHARMONIC ST. PETERSBURG

JURI GILBO conductor
ALEXANDRE KNIAZEV cello
Dmitri Shostakovich

Festive Overture in A Major, op.96

Edward Elgar

Cello Concerto in E minor, op.85

Johannes Brahms

Symphony No.3 in F Major, op.90

A leading musical ambassador of St. Petersburg, the Russian Chamber Philharmonic will be with Alexandre Kniazev, hailed as an heir to the legendary cellist Rostropovich, in its second night at the festival.

19.00-19.45: Pre-Concert Talk by Ercüment Cengiz on “Art of Novel, Is It Painting or Music?” (to be held in Turkish)

ÇELLISTANBUL & CELLO4BERLIN 

Çellistanbul Meets the Cellists of the Berlin Philharmonic!

Sunday, 11 June | Hagia Eirene Museum | 20.00

CELLO4BERLIN

ÇELLİSTANBUL

featuring:

DORUKHAN DORUK cello
BURCU HANCI soprano *
Johann Sebastian Bach 

“Jesu meine Freude”

Gabriel Faure
Pavane

Sicilienne, op. 80 No.3 

George Bizet 

Carmen Fantasy 

Heitor Villa-Lobos 
Bachianas Brasileiras No. 1

Max Bruch 

Kol Nidrei, op. 47

Antonín Dvořák

“Lasst Mich Allein”, op.82 No.1
Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
Melodie, op.42 No.3 
Franz Schubert 

L’Abeille, op. 13 No. 9

Léo Delibes 
Flower Duet from the Lakme opera
Dimitri Shostakovich

Waltz No.2
Alexander Glasunov 
Melodie

Heitor Villa-Lobos 
Bachianas Brasileiras No. 5 *

The cellists of the Berlin Philharmonic have long been regarded highly in international music life for their exceptional tonal and virtuosic qualities. Four cellists of this eminent group now join the Cellistanbul in the Istanbul Music Festival.

19.00-19.45: Pre-Concert Talk by Tuna Kiremitçi on “Love of Cello” (to be held in Turkish)

“FROM MOZART TO ELLINGTON”

Monday, 12 June | Hagia Eirene Museum | 21.00

GENEVA CAMERATA

DAVID GREILSAMMER conductor & piano

YARON HERMAN piano
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Piano concerto No.12 in A Major KV 414

Henry Purcell / Yaron Herman
Suite from The Fairy Queen and Purcell Transformation

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart / Yaron Herman


Piano Concerto No.14, KV 449:Andantino and jazz improvisations

Jean-Philippe Rameau
Orage from Platée, Les esclaves africains from Les Indes Galantes, Contredanse en rondeau from Les Boréades

Jean-Philippe Rameau / Yaron Herman
Contredanse en rondeau with jazz improvisations

Yaron Herman
Mojo

Marin Marais / Yaron Herman
Le Rebadinage
Geneva Camerata and David Greilsammer join forces with the jazz pianist Yaron Herman in their new project, From Mozart to Ellington, which is an eclectic encounter between baroque, classical, jazz, and blues.

CHAMBER MUSIC WITH STARS

PAPAVRAMI & PHILLIPS & GUY

Tuesday, 13 June | Süreyya Opera House | 20.00

*event sponsor: MMK Metalurji

TEDI PAPAVRAMI violin
XAVIER PHILLIPS cello
FRANÇOIS-FRÉDÉRIC GUY piano
Johannes Brahms

Violin Sonata No.3 in D minor, op.108

Felix Mendelsshohn
Cello Sonata No.2 in D Major, op.58

Ludwig van Beethoven
Piano Trio No. 7 in B-flat Major, op.97 “Archduke”
The breathtaking virtuoso violinist Tedi Papavrami, legendary cellist Rostropovich’s protégé Xavier Phillips, and the eminent Beethoven interpreter pianist François-Frédéric Guy join forces in this chamber music concert.

“Schubert Lieder”: EBENE QUARTET & MATTHIAS GOERNE

Wednesday, 14 June | Süreyya Opera House | 20.00

EBENE QUARTET

MATTHIAS GOERNE baritone
LAURENE DURANTEL double bass
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
String Quartet No.15 KV 421

Ludwig van Beethoven
String Quartet No.11, op.95 "Quartetto Serioso"

Franz Schubert

A Selection of Lieder

One of the world’s great interpreters of lieder, Mathias Goerne, accompanied by Quatuor Ebène and double bassist Laurène Durantel, will perform a set of Schubert lieder, in arrangements that are enjoyable for their beautiful tone and subdued feeling.

19.00-19.45: Pre-Concert Talk by Küçük İskender on “Poem & Song” (to be held in Turkish)

FAZIL SAY

Thursday, 15 June | Lütfi Kırdar Convention and Exhibition Centre | 20.00

FAZIL SAY piano
Claude Debussy

6 Preludes from Book 1

Ulvi Cemal Erkin

6 Preludes

Ahmed Adnan Saygun

Piano Sonatina, op.15

Frédéric Chopin

Nocturnes, op.9

Nocturne in E minor, op. posth.72 No.1

Nocturne No.20 in C sharp minor, op. posth.

Nocturne No.21 in C minor, op. posth.

The “genius” (Le Figaro) Fazıl Say is back at the festival for another extraordinary performance, this time rendering the solo works of Debussy, Chopin, Erkin, and Saygun.

A PREMIERE: PHILIP GLASS 11TH SYMPHONY

Friday, 16 June | Hagia Eirene Museum | 20.00

*Turkey premiere

*event sponsor: Borusan Holding

BORUSAN ISTANBUL PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA 

SASCHA GOETZEL conductor
MARI SAMUELSEN violin
HÅKON SAMUELSEN cello
Philip Glass

Symphony No.11 (Istanbul Music Festival co-commission)

Double Concerto for Violin and Cello
The Istanbul Music Festival celebrates the 80th birthday of Philip Glass, perhaps the most recognized composer living today, with a spectacular premiere night that also features the festival’s co-commission to him.

19.00-19.45: Pre-Concert Talk by Aykut Köksal on “Post-modernism and Music: The Unbearable Charm of Repetition” (to be held in Turkish)
FESTIVAL PRESENTS ITS YOUNG SOLOIST

Saturday, 17 June | Süreyya Opera House | 18.00

DOKUZ EYLÜL UNIVERSITY SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

HAKAN ŞENSOY conductor
Soloist TBA after the national auditions for viola

Programme TBA after the national auditions

Istanbul Music Festival’s much treasured project offers audiences the thrill of discovering new gems, while providing a precious opportunity for young musicians to earn international recognition. Having held the project in violin, cello, piano, and flute respectively in the past editions, the festival turns to the violists this time.

“SAMPLING BAROQUE: EXPOSING HANDEL”

Saturday, 17 June | bomontiada | 21.00

*free of charge

MUSICA SEQUENZA & BURAK ÖZDEMİR
Bach: The Silent Cantata

Sampling Baroque: Exposing Handel

Musica Sequenza & Burak Özdemir create an unusual and thrilling conjunction between Baroque and electro-acoustic music in these two special projects, in which the drama and passion of Baroque music meet the coolness of the synthesizer and sampled sounds.

TEKFEN PHILARMONIC ORCHESTRA celebrates its 25th anniversary!

PUMEZA MATSHIKIZA & İLKER ARCAYÜREK

Sunday, 18 June | Lütfi Kırdar Convention and Exhibition Centre | 20.00

*event sponsor: Tekfen Foundation

TEKFEN PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA

AZIZ SHOKHAKIMOV conductor
PUMEZA MATSHIKIZA soprano
İLKER ARCAYÜREK tenor
Duets and arias from Cosi fan Tutte, La Bohéme, La Traviata, Turandot, Rusalka, Mefistofele, Die Tote Stadt, La Wally

Celebrating its 25th anniversary, the Tekfen Philharmonic Orchestra accompanies the South African soprano Pumeza Matshikiza, hailed as “the new Maria Callas” (The Spectator), and tenor İlker Arcayürek, who is selected a BBC Radio 3 New Generation Artist for 2017.

“PAGANINOSKA”

JANOSKA ENSEMBLE

Monday, 19 June | Sakıp Sabancı Museum Fıstıklı Terrace | 21.00

JANOSKA ENSEMBLE

Rumba for Amadeus, Paganinoska, Musette for Fritz, Carmen Fantaisie Adios Nonino and more…  

Another unusual concert at a spectacular open-air venue! Performing a wide repertoire, extending from popular classics to unique arrangements, the Janoska Ensemble achieves a highly distinctive blend that conjures up the unmistakable Janoska Style.

OPUS 2

CIRCA ENSEMBLE & DEBUSSY QUARTET

Tuesday, 20 June | Zorlu PAC Drama Stage | 21.00

*event sponsor: ENKA Foundation

Created by YARON LIFSCHITZ

CIRCA ENSEMBLE

DEBUSSY QUARTET

Dmitri Shostakovich

Elegy

String Quartet No.11 in F minor, op.122 

String Quartet No.8 in C minor, op.110 

String Quartet No.5 in B flat Major, op.92

Born of a love for the intimate, passionate, lyric, ironic, and moving music of Shostakovich, Opus 2 is a spectacular circus-ballet of powerful poetic beauty that transcends the limits of the art of circus and of the music itself.

VIENNA CHAMBER ORCHESTRA & FAZIL SAY

Wednesday, 21 June | Lütfi Kırdar Convention and Exhibition Centre | 20.00

*event sponsor: ECA-Serel

VIENNA CHAMBER ORCHESTRA

OLA RUDNER conductor
FAZIL SAY piano
Ludwig van Beethoven

Coriolan Overture

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Piano Concerto No.12 in A Major, KV 414

Felix Mendelssohn

Symphony No.4 in A Major, op.90 “Italian”

The closing concert of the 45th Istanbul Music Festival hosts the Vienna Chamber Orchestra, praised for its “marvellously polished and finely poised performances” (Gramophone Classical Music Guide), with the “genius” (Le Figaro) Fazıl Say.
